
Health
When should my kitten be vaccinated?

There are many diseases that are fatal to cats. Fortunately, we have the ability to prevent many of
these by the use of very effective vaccines. In order to be effective, these vaccines must be given
as a series of injections. Ideally, they are given at about 6, 9, 12, and 16 weeks of age, but this
schedule may vary somewhat depending on several factors.

The routine vaccination schedule will protect your kitten from four diseases: feline
rhinotracheitis, calicivirus, panleukopenia (distemper) and rabies. The first three are included in a
combination vaccine that is given at 6, 9, 12, and 16 weeks old. Rabies vaccine is given at 16
weeks of age. Feline leukemia vaccine is a necessity if your cat does or will go outside, or if you
have another cat that goes in and out. This deadly disease is transmitted by contact with other
cats.

Why should I consider FELV/FIV testing my kitten?

We recommend that all cats be tested for feline leukemia (FELV), a disease similar to AIDS in
people, and feline immunodeficiency virus (FIV), a virus exactly like the AIDS virus, before
being introduced to a new household. Though there is no danger to you if your kitten has either of
these diseases, a positive test will have implications for future health care. If your kitten tests
negative for FELV we recommend vaccination if he goes outside or comes into contact with stray
cats. If your cat tests positive for FELV, retest after 30 days. If your cat is positive for FIV and
less than 6 months old, retest after your cat is 6 months of age.

Why does my kitten need more than one vaccination for feline distemper, rhinotracheitis,
calicivirus and leukemia?

When the kitten nurses its mother, it receives a temporary form of immunity through its mother's
milk. This immunity is in the form of proteins called antibodies. For about 24-48 hours after
birth, the kitten's intestine allows absorption of these antibodies directly into the blood stream.
This immunity is of benefit during the first few weeks of the kitten's life, but, at some point, this
immunity fails and the kitten must be able to make its own long-lasting immunity. Vaccinations
are used for this purpose. As long as the mother's antibodies are present, vaccinations do not
"take" or provide protection. The mother's antibodies will neutralize the vaccine so the vaccine
does not get a chance to stimulate the kitten's immune system.

Many factors determine when the kitten will be able to respond to vaccines. These include the
level of immunity in the mother cat, how much of the antibody has been absorbed by the nursing
kitten, and the number of vaccines the kitten receives. Since we do not know when an individual
kitten will lose the short-term immunity, we give a series of vaccinations. We hope that at least
two of these will fall in the window of time when the kitten has lost the immunity from its mother
but has not yet been exposed to disease. A single vaccination, even if effective, is not likely to
stimulate the long-term immunity, which is so important.

Rabies vaccine is an exception to this, since one injection given at the proper age and time is
enough to produce long-term immunity.

Do all kittens have worms?



Intestinal parasites are common in kittens. Kittens can become infected with parasites almost as
soon as they are born. For example, the most important source of roundworm infection in kittens
is the mother's milk. The microscopic examination of a stool sample will help to determine the
presence of intestinal parasites. We recommend this exam for all kittens. Even if we do not get a
stool sample, we recommend the use of a broad spectrum deworming product that is safe and
effective against almost all of the common worms of the cat. It is given now and repeated every
two weeks because the deworming medication only kills the adult worms. Within two weeks, the
larval stages will have become adults and will need to be treated. Cats remain susceptible to
reinfection and periodic deworming throughout the cat's life may be recommended for cats that
go outdoors.

Tapeworms are another intestinal parasite of cats. Kittens become infected when they eat rabbits
or swallow fleas. When the cat chews or licks the skin as a flea bites, the flea may be swallowed.
The flea is digested within the cat's intestine allowing the tapeworm eggs living inside the flea to
hatch and anchor themselves to the intestinal lining. Tapeworm infections can occur in as little as
two weeks.

Cats infected with tapeworms will pass small segments of the worms in their stool. The segments
are white in color and look like grains of rice. They are about 1/8 inch (3 mm) long and may be
seen crawling on the surface of the stool. They may also stick to the hair under the tail. If that
occurs, they will dry out, shrink to about half their size, and become golden in color.

Tapeworm segments do not pass every day or in every stool sample, therefore, inspection of
several consecutive bowel movements may be needed to find them. We may examine a stool
sample in our office and not find them, and then you may find them the next day. If you find them
at any time, please notify us so we may provide the appropriate drug for treatment.

What can be done about fleas on my kitten?

Fleas do not stay on your kitten all of their time. Occasionally, they will jump off and seek
another host. Therefore, it is important to kill fleas on your new kitten before they can become
established in your house. Many of the flea control products that are safe on adult cats are not
safe for kittens less than four months of age, and [not all insecticides that can be used on dogs are
safe for cats and kittens]. Be sure that any flea product you use is labeled safe for kittens. If you
use a flea spray, your kitten should be sprayed lightly. Flea and tick dips are not recommended
for kittens unless they are at least four months of age.

Advantage and Frontline Plus are very effective at killing fleas and are given only once per
month. They can be used in kittens as young as six weeks and are liquids applied to the skin at the
base of the neck. If your kitten or cat is experiencing a “flea emergency” we recommend
administering Capstar prior to using a monthly flea treatment. This pill kills all the fleas present
on your pet within 30 minutes but does not have any residual or lasting effects. Program 6-month
injectable is an injection that helps control the flea population in cats for up to six months and can
be used on kittens as early as six weeks of age.

What are ear mites?

Ear mites are tiny parasites that live in the ear canal of cats (and dogs). The most common signs
of ear mite infection are scratching of the ears and shaking the head. Sometimes the ears will



appear dirty because of a black material in the ear canal; this material is sometimes shaken out.
We can find the mites by taking a small amount of the black material from the ear canal and
examining it with a microscope. Although they may leave the ear canals for short periods of time,
mites spend the vast majority of their lives within the protection of the ear canal. Transmission
generally requires direct ear-to-ear contact. Ear mites are common in litters of kittens if their
mother has ear mites.

Why should I have my female cat spayed?

Spaying offers several advantages. The female’s heat cycle result in about 2-3 weeks of
obnoxious behavior. This can be quite annoying if your cat is kept indoors. Male cats are attracted
from blocks away and, in fact, seem to come out of the woodwork. They seem to go over, around,
and through many doors. Your cat will have a heat cycle about every 2-3 weeks until she is bred.
Spaying is the removal of the uterus and the ovaries, and therefore, heat cycles no longer occur.
Spaying prevents unplanned litters of kittens.

It has been proven that as the female cat gets older, there is a significant increase in the incidence
of breast cancer and uterine infections if she has not been spayed. Spaying before she has any
heat cycles will virtually eliminate the chances of either. If you do not plan to breed your cat, we
strongly recommend that she be spayed anytime between five and six months of age, before her
first heat cycle.

Why should I have my male cat neutered?

Neutering offers several advantages. Male cats go through a significant personality change when
they mature. They become very possessive of their territory and mark it with their urine to ward
off other cats. The tomcat's urine develops a very strong odor that will be almost impossible to
remove from your house. They also try to constantly enlarge their territory, which means one
fight after another. Fighting results in severe infections and abscesses. We strongly urge you to
have your cat neutered at about five to six months of age.

If I choose to breed my cat, when should I start?

If you plan to breed your cat, she should have at least two heat cycles first. This will allow her to
physically mature allowing her to be a better mother. We do not recommend breeding after five
years of age unless she has been bred prior to that. Having her first litter after five years of age
increases the risk of complications during the pregnancy and/or delivery. Once your cat has had
her last litter, she should be spayed to prevent the reproductive problems older cats have.

Can you recommend something for pet identification?

The latest in pet identification is microchipping. This tiny device is implanted with a needle much
like administering an injection. A special scanner can detect these chips; veterinary hospitals,
humane societies and animal shelters across the country have these scanners. A national registry
permits the return
of microchipped pets throughout the United States and Canada. We strongly recommend
microchipping all pets.


